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In 2015 Christian Cultural Center will expand to Long Island, NY on Route 110 in Farmingdale, NY. There will 
be a “soft” opening, in February 2015 and the grand opening will take place on Resurrection Sunday 2015.   
 
The King James Version of the bible says in Proverbs 29:18 “where there is no vision, the people perish: but he 
that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  Pastor A. R. Bernard, who serves in the position as the Senior Pastor of 
Christian Cultural Center has been anointed with a vision from God, that he has, not only, kept for 36 years, 
but continues to expand.  On Thursday, October 16, 2014, Pastor Bernard hosted a meeting that was open to all 
clergy of all denominations across Nassau and Suffolk Counties.  His goal is to make every effort to share his 
primary vision of having one church in two locations via simulcast so that he may continue to serve his 
Christian Cultural Center family members who reside on Long Island. 
 

 
Pastor A. R. Bernard sits down with clergy at a meeting held in Long Island on Thursday, Oct. 16, 2014, in Ronkonkoma, Long Island.  
(Credit: CCC Corporate Communications) 
 
After dinner, Pastor briefly spoke about his professional background as well as his spiritual walk.  He also 
shared about the evolution of Christian Cultural Center.  Pastor assured the audience that small numbers do 
not bother him, as he knows what can happen with small numbers. This is especially true since when he first 
founded his church he only had four members, one of them who was in attendance, Pastor Jamaal Bernard, the 
Associate Pastor of Christian Cultural Center, who is also one of Pastor’s sons. Christian Cultural Center now 
has over 37,000 members. 
 



As the meeting progressed, it became extremely clear that Pastor Bernard did not host this meeting solely to 
speak of his vision of expansion, but also to speak to the importance of inclusion of all churches who are 
interested in operating as one body of God. 1Corinthians 12:12 (KJV) – “For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.” In Pastor’s 
succinct, yet, multi-purposed meeting, he shared powerful information to demonstrate why inclusion would 
behoove not only the churches, but the communities, as well. Some of the information he imparted included 
the percentages of the bi-county populations and their religious affiliations, the age break down of each county, 
the future of churches and how congregations age with their pastors, religious broadcasting in the Long Island 
community, a breakdown of major religious influences in both counties, the importance of information sharing 
amongst ministries, how churches conduct a great deal of work in silence and how to spread the word amongst 
congregations, affordable rental space on Long Island for church programs via the Regal Group,  the church’s 
redemptive and prophetic voice, the church’s role as the moral standard within society, his passion to see 
dignity, respect, & admiration restored to the pulpit, changing trends with regards to the public square’s 
feelings regarding separation of church and state, and so much more. There were many in the audience who 
were taking notes as Pastor was talking.  
 
Pastor Bernard recognized that he was able to grow his church from four to over 37,000 because Christian 
Cultural Center has a specific model that works for us.  “We want to maintain that model. We are not church 
planting, we are replicating a particular brand.”  Pastor talked about understanding the principles that drives 
the established model that works.  He so eloquently stated that, “when one is infused with a vision by God that 
person becomes a creative force behind the vision. We must be the salt. Salt does not convert, however it does 
preserve.”  Matthew 5:13 (KJV) – “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall 
it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.”  In 
addition to sharing his vision, he continually conveyed a clear message that his vision is one of inclusivity and 
not exclusivity. Pastor also stated that all congregations can come together to serve and do so without 
compromising their values.   
 
Pastor, reiterated in a godly, informative, yet graceful and professional manner, a powerful message to clergy 
about coming together, regardless of denominations, as one body of God to operate in a manner that benefits 
the masses. He shared stories about the studies that he conducted with regard to how other massive bodies 
moved into Brooklyn with the mindset that they were going to “show the others how to do it their way” and 
were unsuccessful. He also spoke about how he has held those accountable for their actions when they wanted 
to come in and change the landscape of how things were currently operating.  Once the accountability factor 
was in place, it made it easier for all parties to continue the work they had been doing as well as feeling at ease 
enough to come as one, when necessary, to work together. 
 
Pastor talked about having a follow up session to dialogue further with pastors and get to know Long Island 
better and work slowly to build relationships.  He asked if there were any questions and the first response was a 
hearty welcome from one of the pastors in the audience.  Another pastor shared his testimony about one of 
Pastor Bernard’s messages that he heard that has stuck with him ever since.  
 
Some of the clergy had this to say about Pastor’s move to Long Island:  
 
“The meeting was informative! I am appreciative of the information that Pastor Bernard shared with regard 
to the demographics as well as I appreciate the man that he is and the church that he has built. I have seen 
him blossom.  I welcome anyone that wants to expand the kingdom of God in our county.  It is healthy for the 
body of Christ.  Sometimes people just need an example and he’s been that for a long time. Pastor Bernard is 
a point of reference and the timing is right, as well.” 
~Pastor Angel M. Falcon, Founder & Senior Pastor, Faith Alive Ministries, Central Islip 
 



“Pastor Bernard speaks the same language of connection and partnership as the leadership of The House of 
Judah.  His language is what we speak.  There is strength in numbers. We want to connect and we are willing 
to work with him.  Whatever he needs, we are here for him.” 
~First Lady Sylena Mangum, The House of Judah, West Sayville 
 

 
Pastor A. R. Bernard at a clergy meeting held in Long Island on Thursday, Oct. 16, 2014, in Ronkonkoma, Long Island.  
(Credit: CCC Corporate Communications) 


